
   

 

Parish Office                                                 
Hours:                                                              
Monday– Closed                                                                   
Tues.-Wed: 9AM -12:00PM                                         

Thurs.–Fri. : Afternoon 

Office Phone Number:                                                     

(641) 747-3843 

Parish Staff:                                                                                      

Business Manager:                                                                    

Judee Vaughan—stcstmstp@netins.net                          

Children’s Catechesis Dir.                                             

Fr. Tom Kunnel—tkunnel@hotmail.com                                               

Parish Secretary:                                                                       

Misean Hernandez—stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                  

Children’s Catechesis Cord.                                          

St. Mary— Becky Wahl                                                

St. Cecilia—Sue Greiner                                               

St. Patrick—Nancy Hagan 

Please call for Sacramental Emergencies                    

If you have a loved one hospitalized, please call   

Father Tom or our office to inform us as we cannot 

obtain patient information from the hospital directly.                   

Sacrament Guidelines:                                     

Baptism: Make prior arrangement with the pastor 

Marriage: Make prior arrangements with pastor                                                

Weekend Masses                                                  

Saturday Vigil Mass                                                   

4:30PM  - St. Patrick, Bayard                               

Sunday Masses                                                       

8:30AM  - St. Cecilia, Panora                           

10:30AM  -  St Mary, Guthrie Center                              

Weekly Confession 

Saturday, 4:00 PM Bayard 

Sunday,  8:00 AM Panora  &  10:00 AM Guthrie Center                                                     
Weekly Confession is before Divine Mercy -  If a holy        

week check schedule.  

Monday  -  5:15 PM Bayard                                                                          
Tuesday  -  5:15 PM Guthrie Center                                                                          
Wednesday  -  7:45 AM Panora                                                                       
Thursday  -  7:45 AM Panora                                                           
Friday  -  7:45 AM Guthrie Center                                

Adoration:   

St. Patrick  -  Sunday 9:00-10:00 AM                                                     

St. Cecilia  -  Tuesday 3:45-4:45 PM                                                  

St. Mary   -   Thursday 4:00-5:00 PM                      

www.guthriecountycatholicchurches.org 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF                               

ST .  CECILIA † ST .  MARY † ST .  PATRICK                            

To authentically hand on the Catholic faith by leading people to Jesus in the Eucharist; 

so that our living Savior will help us to Know Him, Love Him as he desires, to use our 

gifts to Serve Him and to fulfill our purpose of living with him in heaven. 

PARISH MISSION 

ST. MARY PARISH & PARISH HALL  - 603 MAIN STREET, GUTHRIE CENTER, IA 50115 
ST. CECILIA PARISH  - 220 N 1ST ST. PANORA, IA 50216                                                              

ST. PATRICK PARISH - 214 PRAIRIE STREET, BAYARD, IA 50029  

Fr. Tom Kunnel, Pastor                                                                                         
Rectory: (641) 747-2569  -  Cell: (712) 404-2305                                                          

603 Main St. Guthrie Center IA. 50115               Email: tkunnel@hotmail.com              

November 16th & 17th 2019                                                                       thirty-Third Sunday in ordinary time 
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 Preparing for final days but how?  
 
When will the world end? Every war, famine and earthquake seem to trigger another thought among 

Christians that the end is near. We are justified in thinking these things because of Jesus’ prophetic 

words, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and 

earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.” But, how close is the end of 

the world, really? Closer than you might think. First, it’s important to understand that we have been 

living in the last days for centuries now. When Peter addresses the crowd on the day of Pentecost, “In 

the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people” (Acts 2:17). So, if we’ve technically 

been in the last days for the past 2000 years of human history, why has God tarried so long? Look to 

the Old Testament story of Israel for explanation. God warned the Israelites for hundreds of years about the coming judgment 

on them as a nation, but He allowed them ample time to repent and change their ways. Ultimately, judgment came at the hands 

of foreign nations. So when God is warning judgment not just on a nation but on an entire planet and species, it makes sense 

that God would allow mankind ample time to repent and change our ways, even if that is thousands of years. But just because 

God has delayed this long, we should not delude ourselves into thinking the end of the world is far off in the distant future. If 

God is prolonging the end of world, he is giving us a chance to repent.  

 

As believers, we know that Jesus calls people who have yet to believe in Him and Christians to repent when they have fallen 

away from Him, and yet repentance seems like a rather unpleasant thing that we have to pressure ourselves to do. It’s like tak-

ing bitter medicine when we are sick. We don’t want to take it but force it down our throats anyway because we know it’s sup-

posed to be good for us.  

 

Repentance consisted of three things: Recognition of our sin, renunciation of our sin and returning to God. The more I came to 

understand what repentance really is, the more I realized that it is, in fact, a wonderful gift by God to us. Here are some reasons 

why.  

 

1. Repentance lets God restore, forgive and purify us. I used to feel unworthy of God’s forgiveness when I fell into sin. I’d 

think, “I’m catholic and yet I’m still disappointing and failing God in many ways. How can I still expect Him to forgive me?” 

God assured me by reminding me of this truth, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 

purify us from all unrighteousness. Since then, I’ve made it a point to confess my sins before God no matter how “unworthy” or 

“unclean” I might feel, knowing that He will forgive me my sins and purify me so that I will be righteous before Him again.  

 

 2. Repentance helps us to be humble. I find that when I have trouble repenting, it’s often because I have pride issues in my life. 

Pride is spiritual blindness that causes us to think our standards are better than God’s standards. The opposite of pride is humili-

ty, and one definition of it, which I really like, says, “Humility means agreeing with the truth.” Perhaps that is why Paul says 

that repentance leads us to know the truth so that we can come to our senses. When I repent and learn to agree with the truth of 

God’s standards of righteousness and sin, I am growing in humility. God values humility; He shows favor to those who are 

humble, but He opposes and mocks those who are proud. Let’s be quick to repent so that we may grow in humility and receive 

and enjoy God’s favor.  

 

 3. Repentance drives the devil away from us. During the times when I was willfully disobeying God, I found it so much harder 

to believe God’s truths. Instead, the voices of guilt, doubt, fear and condemnation would ring a lot louder in my heart. Thoughts 

like, “God doesn’t love you anymore,” “You’ve really blown it this time. God won’t give you a second chance,” and “God has 

given up on you now” would keep harassing me, giving me no peace. But when I repented and returned to God, these deceptive 

whispers of the enemy would start to fade and I’d be more able to perceive and receive the truths of God again. When we sin, 

we’re actually giving the devil permission to draw near to us. When we submit to God by repenting, we’re proclaiming that we 

belong to God and we can fight against the devil and his evil influences in our lives.  

 

 4. Repentance frees us from the torment of sin. When I insisted on my own sinful ways, the one who suffered the most was me. 

Although sin may feel good, it ultimately hurts more than it seems to promise. And when I wasn’t willing to confess my sins to 

God and others due to pride and shame, I found myself continuing in my sins because the devil had gained a foothold in my life 

to ensnare me in the darkness. It’s only when I brought these sins into the light by confessing them to people I trusted, that 

those sins started to lose their power to further deceive and hurt me.  

 

 5. Repentance leads us to a fullness of life with Jesus. Sin will lead to spiritual death. God’s Word tells us plainly that “the 

wages of sin is death” and Jesus said, “unless you repent, you too will all perish.” On the contrary, repentance leads to life and 

salvation.  

 

God bless you all,  

Fr. Tom  

PASTOR ’S PAGE |  FR.  TOM KUNNEL 
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ST. CECILIA WEEKLY OFFERING- $1,668.53                  

ADA TO GOAL- $4,767.59                                                          

ST. MARY  WEEKLY OFFERING - $580.52                     

ADA TO GOAL-  $4,832 

ST. PATRICK WEEKLY OFFERING- $1,111                 

BUILDING FUND-  $2,270                                            

St. Mary  -  Nov 24th St. Patrick   -  Nov 23th St. Cecilia  -   Nov 24th Ministry 

Dennis Flanery, Lori Faucher,         

Cindy Ahrens 

Robyn Corkins , Carlene Murrane,       

Judee Vaughan 

Tom & Page Arganbright,                    

Jean Higgins, Lauri Webner 

EMHC 

Amy & Jalen Rutledge Patrick & Ann McAlister Barbara & David Ryan Gifts 

Brian Tunink, Chris Down-

ing,  Travis Clark, Brandon 
Michael Carter, Brian McAlister Jeff Arganbright, Michael Carey, 

Dave Breitbach, John McDermott 

Ushers 

Bryce Betts, Justin Reinhart, 

Mackenzie Reinhart 

Gabe Obert, Ben Obert Lindsey Meyer, Morgan Crees, 

Robert Fisher 

Servers 

Judy Bauler, Cass Fronapfel Brian McAlister, Carol Laughery Tim & Carla Fitzgerald Lectors 

Amy & Jalen Rutledge Patrick & Ann McAlister Barbara & David Ryan Greeters 

Judy Bauler,  Dennis Flanery Robyn Corkins, Dennis Betts,  Brian 

McAlister 

Deanie Thomas,  Donna Kenne-

beck 

Money                      

Counters 

Video   Jeff Houston 

L I TU RG I A L  M I N I STRY  

STEWARDSHIP GIFTS 

Sat.   Nov. 16th 4:30 PM Bob Reil 

Sun.  Nov. 17th 8:30 AM Rosemary Kallof 

Sun.  Nov. 17th 10:30 AM Lois Vancleave 

Mon. Nov. 18th 5:30 PM Dorothy Brammer 

Tues. Nov. 19th 5:30 PM Leona Troshynski 

Wed. Nov. 20th 8:00 AM Dorothy Brammer 

Thurs. Nov. 21st 8:00 AM Fr. Ben Kenkel 

Fri.   Nov. 22nd 8:00 AM Becky Reinhart 

MASS INTENTIONS:                                                                        
Mass intention envelopes are at 
the back of each church.  Please 
fill out, deposit donation, and 

place in the collection.  
                                

Weekly Calendar 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet, Bayard                                          

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

8:00 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

8:15 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:30 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                                

10:00 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                 

10:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

10:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center 

Monday                                                                                             

Office Closed                                                                                        

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy Chaplet, Bayard                              

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:45-4:45 PM Adoration, Panora                                                           

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy Chaplet, Guthrie Center                     

5:30 PM Mass, Guthrie Center 

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy Chaplet, Panora                          

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM Prayer group, Panora                                                                

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora                                                

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                

4:00-5:00 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center 

Friday                                                                                              

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy Chaplet, Guthrie Center               

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                            
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UPCOMING PARISH MEETINGS & 

EVENTS 

FOOD PANTRY AT ST .  CECILIA                                          

On the first Sunday of every month St. Cecilia 

will be hosting a food pantry. Parents encour-

age little children to bring imperishable food 

items along with their Sunday offerings to the 

alter during the offertory.      

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS                          

Thursday, November 28th mass at St. Mary’s 

at 9AM. 

F INACIAL COUNCIL MEETING                         

St, Mary- Wed., November 20th at 6PM                          

St. Patrick–  Mon., December 16th at 6PM          

St. Cecilia– Wed., December 18th at 6PM 

CHRISTMAS AND HOLY DAY MASSES              

Christmas Eve:                                                

4:30 p.m. at St. Mary                             

6:00 p.m. at St. Patrick                         

7:30 p.m. at St. Cecilia 

Christmas Day:                                     

9:00 a.m. at St. Cecilia 

Solemnity of Mary:                             

12/31 - 7:00 p.m. at St. Patrick                  

1/1/20 - 9:00 a.m. at St. Cecilia       

1/1/20 - 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary 

 

RCIA Classes 

Each year on Holy Saturday during the Easter Vig-

il,  thousands are baptized into the Catholic Church 

in the United States. Parishes welcome these new 

Catholics through the Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults (RCIA). Prior to beginning the RCIA 

process, an individual comes to some knowledge of 

Jesus Christ, considers his or her relationship with 

Jesus Christ and is usually attracted in some way to 

the Catholic Church. This period is known as the 

Period of Evangelization and                                

Precatechumenate. For many, this process involves 

a long period of searching; for others, a shorter time. 

Often, contact with people of faith and a personal 

faith experience lead people to inquire about the 

Catholic Church.                                                                 

Interested in becoming a catholic?                                                 

Call Fr. Tom 712 404 2305  

November 21-24 is National Catholic Youth     

Conference in Indianapolis, IN.                      

Among the nearly 25,000 attendees will be seven 

HS students and two adults from St. Cecilia.      

Students will be sharing their experience with our 

parish on Sunday, Dec. 8th following mass.      

Everyone is invited to join them for coffee and 

rolls following the presentation - all proceeds will 

be used to offset the conference cost.             

Save the date!!  

For nearly 50 years, the Catholic Campaign for Hu-

man Development (CCHD) has been the official do-

mestic anti-poverty program of the Catholic bishops 

in the United States. Raising public awareness about 

poverty, its causes, and working to break the cycle in 

the U.S., the annual collection is coordinated nation-

ally by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(USCCB) to be held in parishes the weekend of No-

vember 23-24. More than 38 million people live in 

poverty in the United States. This collection assists 

community leaders who work to expand access to 

affordable housing, health care, and education. The 

collection also supports the development of worker-

owned businesses, and advocates for changes to 

structures that keep people in poverty. This national 

collection is the primary source of funding for 

CCHD’s community and economic development 

grants, as well as its education programs aimed at 

raising awareness of poverty and fostering hope in 

communities across the nation.   

http://ccusa.convio.net/site/R?i=fVDDJ_SmVT4qLzDP9rgMdQ

