
   

 

Parish Office                                                 
Hours:                                                              
Monday– Closed                                                                   
Tues.-Wed: 9a.m.-12:00p.m.                                         

Thurs.–Fri. : Afternoon 

Office Phone Number:                                                     

(641) 747-3843 

Parish Staff:                                                                                      

Business Manager:                                                                    

Judee Vaughan—stcstmstp@netins.net                          

Children’s Catechesis Dir.                                             

Fr. Tom Kunnel—tkunnel@hotmail.com                                               

Parish Secretary:                                                                       

Misean Hernandez—stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                  

Children’s Catechesis Cord.                                          

St. Mary— Erica Tunink                                                

St. Cecilia—Sue Greiner                                               

St. Patrick—Nancy Hagan 

Please call for Sacramental Emergencies                    

If you have a loved one hospitalized, please call  

Father Tom or our office to inform us as we cannot 

obtain patient information from the hospital directly.                   

Sacrament Guidelines:                                     

Baptism: Make prior arrangement with the pastor 

Marriage: Make prior arrangements with pastor                                                

Weekend Masses                                                  

Saturday Vigil Mass                                                   

4:30PM  - St. Patrick, Bayard                               

Sunday Masses                                                       

8:30AM  - St. Cecilia, Panora                           

10:30AM  -  St Mary, Guthrie Center                              

Weekly Confession 

Saturday, 4:00 PM Bayard 

Sunday,  8:00 AM Panora  &  10:00 AM Guthrie Center                                                     
Weekly Confession is before Divine Mercy -  If a holy        

week check schedule.  

Monday  -  5:15 PM Bayard                                                                          
Tuesday  -  5:15 PM Guthrie Center                                                                          
Wednesday  -  7:45 AM Panora                                                                       
Thursday  -  7:45 AM Panora                                                           
Friday  -  7:45 AM Guthrie Center                                

Adoration:   

St. Patrick  -  Sunday 9:00-10:00 AM                                                     

St. Cecilia  -  Tuesday 3:45-4:45 PM                                                  

St. Mary   -   Thursday 4:00-5:00 PM                      

Www.guthriecountycatholicchurches.org 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF                               

ST .  CECILIA † ST .  MARY † ST .  PATRICK                            

To authentically hand on the Catholic faith by leading people to Jesus in the Eucharist; 

so that our living Savior will help us to Know Him, Love Him as he desires, to use our 

gifts to Serve Him and to fulfill our purpose of living with him in heaven. 

PARISH MISSION 

ST. MARY PARISH & PARISH HALL  - 603 MAIN STREET, GUTHRIE CENTER, IA 50115 
ST. CECILIA PARISH  - 220 N 1ST ST. PANORA, IA 50216                                                              

ST. PATRICK PARISH - 214 PRAIRIE STREET, BAYARD, IA 50029  

Fr. Tom Kunnel, Pastor                                                                                         
Rectory: (641) 747-2569  -  Cell: (712) 404-2305                                                          

603 Main St. Guthrie Center IA. 50115               Email: tkunnel@hotmail.com              

November 1st & 2nd 2019                                                                          thirty-First Sunday in ordinary time 
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 Create a positive attitude toward conversion – Zacchaeus   
 
About four months before Jesus was crucified, He withdrew from Palestine to the region east of the Jordan Riv-

er known as Perea. The Perean ministry of Jesus is described in chapters 10-19 of Luke’s Gospel. Those chap-

ters describe many of Jesus’ activities only a short time before His crucifixion and death. Chapter 19 of St 

Luke’s gospel explains how Jesus brought salvation and hope to a man named Zacchaeus and his family. Luke 

describes how Jesus brought hope to a tax collector named Zacchaeus. Israel, in New Testament times, was 

under Roman control. The Romans levied heavy taxes upon the nations under their control in order to finance 

their world empire. The Jews opposed these taxes because they went toward the support of Rome’s secular gov-

ernment and its pagan gods. Nevertheless, they were required to pay the taxes. Zacchaeus was a tax collector, 

and as such, he was regarded as a “sinner” by the Pharisees. The salvation of Zacchaeus was a good example of 

how Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. 

 

The story about Zacchaeus is an account of the conversion of a soul like the Bible account about Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman. 

What Jesus did for Zacchaeus, He is able to do for every human being. Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem for the last time.  His entering and 

passing through the city has historical and salvific mission. Jericho was located in the Jordan Valley, a few miles west of the Jordan River, 

and north of the Dead Sea. The city is an oasis, a little paradise with palm trees and rose gardens and a delightful climate. Jericho lies 800 

feet below sea level, and more than 3,000 feet lower than the city of Jerusalem. Jericho was a prosperous trade city on the road from Perea to 

Jerusalem. A considerable amount of traffic passed through Jericho because roads through the city connected Damascus on the north, Caesa-

rea on the west, and Egypt to the south. One of the principal custom houses in the Roman Empire was located there and a man named Zac-

chaeus was the “chief” of tax collectors in the city. 

 

Under the Roman system, tax collecting jobs were farmed out to people who “bought the right to collect taxes.” Tax collectors paid a fixed 

amount of tax to Rome; after that, they enriched themselves by forcing the public to pay far more than what Rome required. Zacchaeus, 

the chief tax collector in Jericho, was a rich man. The term “chief among the publicans” means that Zacchaeus presided over other tax gath-

erers and received their collections which were then transmitted to the Roman government. The fact that Zacchaeus was rich made it unlikely 

that he would follow Jesus, because generally those who were rich in this world’s goods were less inclined to become disciples of so poor 

and despised of a person as Jesus. During His earthly ministry not many rich were called, but God chiefly chose the poor of this world. On 

the day that Jesus passed through Jericho, the streets were crowded with throngs of people. Zacchaeus was small in stature, and when Jesus 

passed through town, he was unable to see because of the press of the crowd. It is interesting that we are given a physical description of Zac-

chaeus. He was a small man. Did you ever notice that at no place in the Gospels do we have a physical description of Jesus? This may was to 

be purposely planned by the grace of God. For if Jesus was said to be tall, dark, and handsome—those who are short, skinny, and homely 

looking would feel they are unchrist-like. If Jesus was said to be blue-eyed and blonde—then those persons who are dark-haired and ruddy-

faced would think there is something wrong with them. 

 

Zacchaeus really did want to see Jesus—most likely out of curiosity. We notice how little and how insignificant are the things which God 

uses to lead eventually to a soul’s salvation. It seems obvious that curiosity was the prime motive in the mind of Zacchaeus. We must never 

“despise the day of small things.” God often chooses the “weak things of the world to confound [put to shame] the things which are mighty.” 

God used the tear of a baby to move the heart of Pharaoh’s daughter. He used David’s sling to overthrow the Philistine giant. He used a wid-

ow with a handful of meal to sustain the prophet Elijah. He used a little child to teach His disciples a much needed lesson on humility. He 

used simple curiosity as a means for reaching Zacchaeus with the message of salvation. God often uses insignificant things to accomplish 

His purposes. 

 

Another reason Zacchaeus may have been anxious to see Jesus was that he most likely had not been altogether happy with his practice of 

extorting undue tax money from people. His conscience was ill. Maybe he was longing for something higher and nobler. There are some 

folks who have tried a variety of drugs, alcohol, and marital infidelity—and they are finding that those lifestyles are meaningless and hollow. 

They sense that there must be more to life than what they are experiencing—and deep down within, they want some answers. At any rate, 

Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus and because he was unable to see over the heads of the people, he ran ahead and climbed into a sycamore tree. 

The sycamore has low horizontal branches, and so it is a relatively easy tree to climb. Zacchaeus was so anxious to see Jesus that he literally 

“went out on a limb” to see Him. When Jesus came by, He looked up into the tree, and said, “Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for 

today I must abide at thy house.” This is the only case in the Gospels where Jesus offered Himself uninvited to be a man’s guest. Usually 

Jesus waited for an invitation. 

 

Notice that Jesus said to the man on the limb, “Zacchaeus.” Jesus knows people by name! Jesus did not say, “Will it be convenient for you to 

have me visit you?” Instead He said, “Hurry down, for today I must stay at your home.” Notice too that Jesus did not say Zacchaeus, you’re 

a sinner; you’ve been ripping people off. Jesus spoke to this chief tax collector with words of frankness, but surely with kindness. 

And Zacchaeus “made haste, and came down, and received Him joyfully.” 

 

Zacchaeus quickly descended from the tree. I can almost hear the leaves breaking off and the branches creaking as he lets himself down out 

of the tree. Zacchaeus came down “with joy”—he was absolutely thrilled that Jesus was coming to his house. It may have been the first time 

since he had been a little child at his mother’s knee, that he had heard his name pronounced in tones of kindness. 

 

Zacchaeus responded to the call of Jesus and he responded with an excellent spirit. Zacchaeus may have had a heavy heart or he may have 

found his wealth and his greedy lifestyle unfulfilling and unsatisfying. At any rate, Jesus strode off to Zacchaeus’ home. Sometime during 

that stay, certainly after much discussion and prayer, Zacchaeus was converted. And immediately there was a dramatic change in his life. 

Instead of the passion to get, he now had a passion to give. His grip on material things was loosened, and he was ready to give away much of 

his fortune.  God bless you all, Fr. Tom  

PASTOR ’S PAGE |  FR.  TOM KUNNEL 
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ST. CECILIA WEEKLY OFFERING- $1,052                  

ADA TO GOAL- $5,853                                                          

ST. MARY  WEEKLY OFFERING - $570                     

ADA TO GOAL-  $5,907 

ST. PATRICK WEEKLY OFFERING- $377                 

BUILDING FUND-  $25                                            

St. Mary  -  Nov 10th St. Patrick   -  Nov 9th St. Cecilia  -   Nov 10th Ministry 

Judy Bauler, Lori Faucher, 

Sandy Eivins 

Savannah Sease, Dennis & Joyce 

Betts 

Tim & Carla Fitzgerald, Marcia 

Hackfort, Bill Hackfort 

EMHC 

Andrea Redfern Carlene Murrane &Ellen Heater Michael, Esther, Sara Gibson Gifts 

Dwayne Seeck, Travis Clark,  

Paul Clark, Paul Clark 

Gary Haverman, Andy McAlister Tom Watts, Carol Wendl, Jim 

Wendl, Jeff Houston 

Ushers 

Isabelle Policky, Patin 

Policky, Grace Lavoy 

Gabe Obert, Lucas Obert Morgan Crees, Jaxon & Jadyn 

Lawrence 

Servers 

Kim Patrick, Cass Fronapfel Jeanne Haverman, Deb Carter Maureen Lubeck, Kate Maere Lectors 

Andrea Redfern Lenore Fiedler Michael, Esther, Sara Gibson Greeters 

Amy Rutledge,                 

Crystal Hanson 

Robyn Corkins, Annie Shirbroun , 

Joyce Betts 

Carla Fitzgerald, Page Arganbright Money                      

Counters 

Video   Robert Fisher 

L I TU RG I A L  M I N I STRY  

STEWARDSHIP GIFTS 

Nov 2nd 4:30 PM  Elizabeth Wessling 

Nov 3rd  8:30 AM Dorothy Brammer 

Nov 3rd 10:30 AM Judy & Shelly Bauler 

Nov 4th  4:30 AM Dan Donahey 

Nov 5th 5:30 PM No Mass 

Nov 6th  8:00 Am Jerry Suther & Family 

Nov 7th  8:00AM Kim Lubeck 

Nov 8th  8:00 AM Mary Jane Carothers 

MASS INTENTIONS:                                                                        
Mass intention envelopes are at 
the back of each church.  Please 
fill out, deposit donation, and 

place in the collection.  
                                

Weekly Calendar 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet, Bayard                                          

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

8:00 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

8:15 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:30 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                                

10:00 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                 

10:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

10:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center 

Monday                                                                                             

Office Closed                                                                                        

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy Chaplet, Bayard                              

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Tuesday                                                                                             

No Mass 

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy Chaplet, Panora                          

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM Prayer group, Panora                                                                

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora                                                

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                

4:00-5:00 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center 

Friday                                                                                              

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy Chaplet, Guthrie Center               

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                            
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UPCOMING PARISH MEETINGS & 

EVENTS 

FOOD PANTRY AT ST .  CECILIA                                          

On the first Sunday of every month St. Cecilia 

will be hosting a food pantry. Parents encour-

age little children to bring imperishable food 

items along with their Sunday offerings to the 

alter during the offertory.      

ST .  PATRICK ’S ADDED ADORATION                             

Adoration from 7-8pm at St. Patrick's  

Wednesday, November 6th for anyone who 

would like to come and spend time with our 

Blessed Lord. This will not replace the Sunday 

Adoration time. 

 

Fr. Tom Update 

Fr. Tom is home and staying in rectory. He is now 

doing regular daily mass schedule and continued 

prayers for recovery are appreciated. 

RCIA Classes 

Each year on Holy Saturday during the Easter Vig-

il,  thousands are baptized into the Catholic Church 

in the United States. Parishes welcome these new 

Catholics through the Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults (RCIA). Prior to beginning the RCIA 

process, an individual comes to some knowledge 

of Jesus Christ, considers his or her relationship 

with Jesus Christ and is usually attracted in some 

way to the Catholic Church. This period is known 

as the Period of Evangelization and               

Precatechumenate. For many, this process involves 

a long period of searching; for others, a shorter 

time. Often, contact with people of faith and a per-

sonal faith experience lead people to inquire about 

the Catholic Church.                                                                 

Interested in becoming a catholic?                                                 

Call Fr. Tom 712 404 2305  

Musicians, liturgists, pastors and guests:   

Please join the Des Moines Chapter of the National 

Association of Pastoral Musicians (NPM)              

at a Mass and Reception on                                                  

Sunday, November 24, 2019, 2:00 p.m. at             

St. Ambrose Cathedral,                                        

607 High Street, Des Moines, IA, 50309.                

 Come to "make a joyful noise" during the 

Mass, which will include a blessing of musicians 

by Bishop Joensen. Following Mass, enjoy light 

refreshments and networking opportunities during a 

reception at the Pastoral Center.   

Contact Angie Murphy, Chapter Direc-

tor, angiemickeymurphy@gmail.com                     

to RSVP or for further information.  

mailto:angiemickeymurphy@gmail.com

