
   

 

Parish Office                                                 
Hours:                                                              
Monday– Closed                                                                   
Tues.-Wed: 9a.m.-12:00p.m.                                         

Thurs.–Fri. : Afternoon 

Office Phone Number:                                                     

(641) 747-3843 

Parish Staff:                                                                                      

Business Manager:                                                                    

Judee Vaughan—stcstmstp@netins.net                          

Children’s Catechesis Dir.                                             

Fr. Tom Kunnel—tkunnel@hotmail.com                                               

Parish Secretary:                                                                       

Misean Hernandez—stmpcsecretary@outlook.com                  

Children’s Catechesis Cord.                                          

St. Mary— Becky Wahl                                                

St. Cecilia—Sue Greiner                                               

St. Patrick—Nancy Hagan 

Please call for Sacramental Emergencies                    

If you have a loved one hospitalized, please call  Fa-

ther Tom or our office to inform us as we cannot obtain 

patient information from the hospital directly.                   

Sacrament Guidelines:                                     

Baptism: Make prior arrangement with the pastor 

Marriage: Make prior arrangements with pastor                                                

Weekend Masses                                                  

Saturday Vigil Mass                                                   

4:30PM  - St. Patrick, Bayard                               

Sunday Masses                                                       

8:30AM  - St. Cecilia, Panora                           

10:30AM  -  St Mary, Guthrie Center                              

Weekly Confession 

Saturday, 4:00 PM Bayard 

Sunday,  8:00 AM Panora  &  10:00 AM Guthrie Center                                                     
Weekly Confession is before Divine Mercy -  If a holy        

week check schedule.  

Monday  -  5:15 PM Bayard                                                                          
Tuesday  -  5:15 PM Guthrie Center                                                                          
Wednesday  -  7:45 AM Panora                                                                       
Thursday  -  7:45 AM Panora                                                           
Friday  -  7:45 AM Guthrie Center                                

Adoration:   

St. Patrick  -  Sunday 9:00-10:00 AM                                                     

St. Cecilia  -  Tuesday 3:45-4:45 PM                                                  

St. Mary   -   Thursday 4:00-5:00 PM                      

Www.guthriecountycatholicchurches.org 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF                               

ST .  CECILIA † ST .  MARY † ST .  PATRICK                            

To authentically hand on the Catholic faith by leading people to Jesus in the Eucharist; 

so that our living Savior will help us to Know Him, Love Him as he desires, to use our 

gifts to Serve Him and to fulfill our purpose of living with him in heaven. 

PARISH MISSION 

ST. MARY PARISH & PARISH HALL  - 603 MAIN STREET, GUTHRIE CENTER, IA 50115 
ST. CECILIA PARISH  - 220 N 1ST ST. PANORA, IA 50216                                                              

ST. PATRICK PARISH - 214 PRAIRIE STREET, BAYARD, IA 50029  

Fr. Tom Kunnel, Pastor                                                                                         
Rectory: (641) 747-2569  -  Cell: (712) 404-2305                                                          

603 Main St. Guthrie Center IA. 50115               Email: tkunnel@hotmail.com              

November 9th & 10th 2019                                                                       thirty-second Sunday in ordinary time 
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 How the environment helps us to grow in holiness?   
 
The realities explored in science and spirituality are often assumed to be unrelated to one another. Both 

find their basis in a spirit of inquiry. Modern science is an objective analysis, while spirituality 

is a subjective understanding. Science explores the outer world with a series of questions beginning with 

the basic query, "What is this? What is this world all about?" while spirituality begins with the question, 

"Who am I?" In the ancient world these two forms of knowledge were not in conflict but were understood 

to have a deep and subtle connection. Man's knowledge of himself complemented his understanding of the 

universe and formed the basis for a strong and healthy relationship to the creation in which he lived. It is 

the disconnect between these two types of knowledge that is causing many of the challenges that we face 

as a global community today.  

 

Ancient wisdom describes human beings as having five layers of experience: the environment, the physical body, the mind, the intui-

tion and our self or spirit. Our connection with the environment is our first level of experience and one of the most important. If our 

environment is clean and positive, it has a positive impact on all the other layers of our existence. As a result, they come into balance 

and we experience a greater sense of peace and connection within ourselves and with others around us. It happened to the disciples on 

the mountain top with Jesus on the day of transfiguration. The disciples never forgot what happened that day on the mountain and no 

doubt this was intended. John wrote in his gospel, “We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only” (John1:14). Peter also 

wrote of it, “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 

we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to Him from the 

Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.’ We ourselves heard this voice that came from 

heaven when we were with Him on the sacred mountain” (2Peter 1:16-18). Those who witnessed the transfiguration bore witness to it 

to the other disciples and to countless millions down through the centuries.  

 

Mountaintop scenes are rare in the Bible but all of them are very powerful. The first mountaintop scene we read is the one where 

Abraham takes Isaac, his only “beloved son,” the one promised by God, to be sacrificed so that God could fulfill His covenant with 

Abraham. Fortunately, God intervened and Isaac was spared. The second mountaintop scene is where Moses is on Mt. Sinai directly 

after the crossing of the Red Sea to escape the Egyptian army, leaving the newly freed Israelites at the bottom of the mountain. This 

mountain was also covered in a thick cloud, and it was here the Lord spoke to Moses and six days later he descended the mountain 

and delivered the Ten Commandments to the children of Israel.  

 

The third mountaintop scene is the one in 1Kings 19:16 where the great prophet Elijah was desperately seeking God. If you remem-

ber, Elijah looked for God in a strong wind, then in an earthquake, then in a fire but found God in a still small voice. He gave him 

instructions to anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. We can see in the passage of transfiguration the similarities of mountaintop expe-

riences. In six days; the cloud; the voice; the beloved son; the command to listen to him all come together, along with the presence of 

Moses and Elijah. The Transfiguration was a special event in which God allowed certain apostles to have a privileged spiritual experi-

ence that was meant to strengthen their faith for the challenges they would later endure. But it was only a temporary event. It was not 

meant to be permanent. In the same way, at certain times in this life, God may give certain members of the faithful, special experienc-

es of his grace that strengthen their faith. We should welcome these experiences for the graces they are but we should not expect them 

to continue indefinitely, nor should we be afraid or resentful when they cease. They may have been meant only as momentary glimps-

es of the joy of heaven to sustain us as we face the challenges of this life, to help strengthen us on the road that will--ultimately--bring 

us into the infinite and endless joy of heaven. When you reach the peak of a mountain, you get to see things from a higher and more 

expansive perspective. You begin to see life the way God sees things. You see the wisdom in God’s plan and because we are a piece 

of God, we are the plan.  

 

You become the observer in life not the helpless victim. When you reach the peak, you can take a deep sigh of relief and enjoy the 

expansive view of the world below. I always loved the mountains. Love of the mountains began when I was given an associated di-

rector of youth in the diocese of Jalpalguri west Bengal, the province where mother Theresa worked. Hasimara is a border town of 

west Bengal. Nepal and Bhutan were the neighboring countries to the border town of west Bengal. I used to travel to the capital of 

Bhutan every three months to minister to the catholic who works in Thimphu. Christianity is practiced very secretively. Since it is 

Buddhist country, we can’t practice our Christian faith in public. I enjoyed traveling through the Himalayan mountains. Buddhist reli-

gion in Bhutan and Nepal is practiced in and around mountains. Mount Everest is very secreted and holy to them.   

 

Locals have long revered the Himalayan Mountains as home to the gods and until the 1900s, local people did not climb these sacred 

peaks. In Nepal, Mount Everest is known as Sagarmatha, which translates to “Goddess of the Sky.” Similarly, in Tibet, Everest is 

known as Chomolungma, which means “Mother Goddess of the Universe.” Mount Everest is known as the “highest mountain in the 

world” as it is the highest point above sea level. However, there are actually several taller mountains around the world, such as Mauna 

Kea in Hawaii, which takes the real crown for tallest mountain in the world.  The disciples and Old Testament fathers loved mountain-

tops it brings such an amount of peace and tranquility.  

 

God bless you all,  

Fr. Tom  

PASTOR ’S PAGE |  FR.  TOM KUNNEL 
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ST. CECILIA WEEKLY OFFERING- $1,713                  

ADA TO GOAL- $5,853                                                          

ST. MARY  WEEKLY OFFERING - $1,427.35                     

ADA TO GOAL-  $5,457 

ST. PATRICK WEEKLY OFFERING- $498.41                 

BUILDING FUND-  $1,055                                            

St. Mary  -  Nov 17th St. Patrick   -  Nov 16th St. Cecilia  -   Nov 17th Ministry 

 Kim Patrick, Cindy Ahrens,      

Geri Thompson 

Judee Vaughan, Carol Laughery,   

Angie McAlister 

Carol Wendl, Donna Kennebeck, 

Kathy Klinge, Tricia Steffen 

EMHC 

Devan Seeck Savannah Sease Lynn & Jean Weisz Gifts 

Tim Hansen, Frank Holle,             

Jack Lavoy, Brian Tunink 

Dennis Betts, Pat McAlister Time & Carla Fitzgerald,         

Dave & Barb Ryan 

Ushers 

Conor McCarthy, Tyler 

Wahl, Mason Wahl 

Max Shirbroun, Samuel Shirbroun Sawyer Simmons, Aden Rochholz, 

Molly Simmons 

Servers 

Wes Policky, Faith Laboy Robyn Corkins, Ann McAlister Marty & Deb Arganbright Lectors 

Devan Seeck Kay Vaux Dean Wood and Liz Labath Greeters 

Johnnie Downing,                       

Dwayne Seeck 

Angie McAlister, Ellen Heater,     

Dennis Betts 

Stacey Simmons, Esther Gibson, 

Michael Gibson 

Money                      

Counters 

Video   Michael Carey 

L I TU R G I A L  M I N I STRY  

STEWARDSHIP GIFTS 

Nov   9th 4:30 PM Lyle Hansen 

Nov 10th  8:30 AM Deceased Members of                          

                                                                                                                                                    Kennebeck Family 

Nov 10th 10:30 AM George & Rose Mary                            

                                                                                                                                                   Willenborg 

Nov 11th 5:30 PM Clyde Gillogly 

Nov 12th 5:30 PM Art & Shirley Willenborg 

Nov 13th 8:00 AM Dee Suther 

Nov 14th 8:00 AM Leon & Donna Kennebeck                         

                                                                                                                                                         Family 

Nov 15th 8:00 AM  Lee Knobbe 

MASS INTENTIONS:                                                                        
Mass intention envelopes are at 
the back of each church.  Please 
fill out, deposit donation, and 

place in the collection.  
                                

Weekly Calendar 

Saturday                                                                                                                                                                                      

4:00 PM Confessions, Bayard                                                                     

4:15 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet, Bayard                                          

4:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Sunday                                                                                                            

8:00 AM Confessions, Panora                                                               

8:15 AM Divine Mercy, Panora                                                         

8:30 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM-10:00 AM Adoration, Bayard                                                

10:00 AM Confessions, Guthrie Center                                                 

10:15 AM Divine Mercy, Guthrie Center                                              

10:30 AM Mass, Guthrie Center 

Monday                                                                                             

Office Closed                                                                                        

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy Chaplet, Bayard                              

5:30 PM Mass, Bayard 

Tuesday                                                                                             

3:45-4:45 PM Adoration, Panora                                                           

5:15 PM Confessions & Divine Mercy Chaplet, Guthrie Center                     

5:30 PM Mass, Guthrie Center 

Wednesday                                                                                    

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy Chaplet, Panora                          

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                      

9:00 AM Prayer group, Panora                                                                

Thursday                                                                                       

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy, Panora                                                

8:00 AM Mass, Panora                                                                

4:00-5:00 PM Adoration, Guthrie Center 

Friday                                                                                              

7:45 AM Confessions & Divine Mercy Chaplet, Guthrie Center               

8:00 AM Mass, Guthrie Center                                            
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UPCOMING PARISH MEETINGS & 

EVENTS 

FOOD PANTRY AT ST .  CECILIA                                          

On the first Sunday of every month St. Cecilia 

will be hosting a food pantry. Parents encour-

age little children to bring imperishable food 

items along with their Sunday offerings to the 

alter during the offertory.      

THANKSGIVING DAY MASS                          

Thursday, November 28th mass at St. Mary’s 

at 9AM. 

 

RCIA Classes 

Each year on Holy Saturday during the Easter Vig-

il,  thousands are baptized into the Catholic Church 

in the United States. Parishes welcome these new 

Catholics through the Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults (RCIA). Prior to beginning the RCIA 

process, an individual comes to some knowledge of 

Jesus Christ, considers his or her relationship with 

Jesus Christ and is usually attracted in some way to 

the Catholic Church. This period is known as the 

Period of Evangelization and               Precatechu-

menate. For many, this process involves a long pe-

riod of searching; for others, a shorter time. Often, 

contact with people of faith and a personal faith 

experience lead people to inquire about the Catho-

lic Church.                                                                 

Interested in becoming a catholic?                                                 

Call Fr. Tom 712 404 2305  

Congratulations to Ali McDermott on her           

Confirmation at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 

Church in West Des Moines on                            

Sunday, October 27th  

Church Safety Seminar  

DATES: November 10, 2019 (Sunday afternoon)  

TIME: 2:00 pm - 4:30 pm  

LOCATION: Faith Bible Church -                      

2096 Highway 4 - Panora, Iowa  

COST: Free event (love offering is received)  

No need to pre-register - just show up  

WHO SHOULD ATTEND: Pastors, Church Staff, 

Youth Workers, ALL First Responders, Single 

Moms, Business Owners, School Teachers and    

Administrators, anyone and everyone                  

concerned about violence  

WWW.SHEEPDOGSEMINARS.COM  


